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Racist flier
‘deplored’
Aleesa Ribbens

“Spera In Deo”

Hope College w Holland, Michigan

Students STAND UP

Solidarity
events today
Aleesa Ribbens

Guest Writer

Guest Writer

Jan. 26 started out as a
typical Wednesday morning
for sophomore Nick Rodriguez
(’13), an RA in Kollen Hall.
After waking up early to attend
a lifting class required for the
football team at 7 a.m, he walked
through his dorm around 6:45 to
make it to class on time.
On his way out he noticed
a new flier posted among the
Greek Life fliers advertising
the spring semester rush
events. After stopping to read it
Rodriguez ripped it down, along
with the others that he saw on
his way out the door.
The fliers were advertising
the Kappa Kappa Kappa
fraternity, which according to
Rodriguez was bizarre because
“there is no Kappa Kappa on
Hope’s campus.” Both the fake
fraternity’s acronym and the
fictitious rush events referenced
the Klu Klux Klan – an
organization infamously known
for its acts of discrimination and
racist behavior.
Upon returning to Kollen
after the conclusion of his class,
Rodriguez noted that the fliers
were hanging all over the dorm.
“I took about 15 minutes to go
through every floor, basement
and study room ... I tried to
Photo by Holly Evenhouse
take them all down before
Stand
up—
Students
across
campus
have
vowed
to
stand
up
to
discrimination
of all kinds
the residents could see them.”
as
over
800
“Stand
Up”
shirts
have
been
passed
out
over
the
past
week.
Rodriguez estimated that he
removed between 75 and 100
fliers.
After removing as many fliers
Editor’s Note:
right then and there and to go
S: I talked to people about it
as he could find, Rodriguez sent
On Saturday, Jan. 29, I sat to work instead. As soon as I got beforehand and everyone says,
out an email to the rest of the
RAs in Kollen, notifying them of down with the student responsible that email, my initial reaction “I didn’t think you’d do it.” And
the events of his morning. From for the posters that were displayed was “Why don’t they understand it’s true. I’m too impulsive and
there, sophomore Fe-Fe Marshall last week in Kollen. We spoke for that this wasn’t my intent?” and too prideful. I was too arrogant
(’13) took action and ensured nearly 90 minutes; the following thirty seconds later, Christ was to think that I couldn’t not think
that Hope’s administration was is a partial transcription of like “Those are my sons and that my way of refining it would
our conversation. Due to space daughters, and I know you didn’t offend. I was certain that people
aware of the incident.
The flier reached the hands restrictions, portions have been mean to hurt them, but you hurt would get it as a parody of Greek
Life poster, not an attack on
of President James Bultman removed. It is my firm belief them. Bad.”
S: And it was the most race.
around 3 p.m. that day. “My that nothing removed alters
KP: So you intended it as a
initial reaction when I first the student’s intent to convey humbling thing. I’m not trying
looked at it was, this is racist, his feelings. For the safety of the to hide it. The administration parody of Greek Life?
S: I did.
this is intentional and this is individual and respect for the has told me they don’t want [me
Hope College Judicial process, to put out an apology] because
KP: Do you have anything
deplorable,” Bultman said.
According to Bultman, the the pseudonym ‘Student’ is used. they’re afraid I’ll get hurt. I did against Greek Life?
S: In the apology letter that
offices of Public Relations, the It is my hope that you read with give an apology to the vicepresident of the Black Student I wrote I apologized to those
Provost, the Dean of the Chapel, an open mind.
Union. If it did come off as in Greek Life. I recognize that
The Dean for International and Karen Patterson (’11)
presumptive, that’s not what I what I’ve done has hurt a lot of
Multicultural Affairs and the Co-Editor in Chief
meant for it to do. I hope that people. But basically there was a
Dean of Students all worked
Student: Well, when I got the he sends me a message back plethora of Greek Life posters.
together to confront the issue.
KP: Hmm, yeah. I remember
Most importantly, Bultman email it was 20 minutes before because he knows my heart.
KP: So, take me through the from my dorm days.
said, they wanted to “emphasize work—
Karen
Patterson:
The timeline. When did you post the
S: And you’d just walk
that now is the time to stand up
through Kollen specifically and
against racial discrimination and email from (President James) poster?
S: It was like 3 o’clock in the it’d just be “Rush! Rush! Rush!”
to say that this is not acceptable Bultman?
S: Yes about the dorm morning. It was the product of It was more this idea that I was
and we’re not going to stand for
meetings and such. I know that me not wanting to study.
tired of having to read about
it.”
KP: Were you on your own or Rush events. I was putting
This desire led to the people would say that it was
negligent of me not to confess were you with friends?
see RACISM, page 2
see What I did, page 2

In response to the posting
of a racist flier in Kollen Hall
last Wednesday, Chaplain Paul
Boersma challenged students in
chapel Friday to have an “active
obedient faith in Christ Jesus if
we are going to stand against the
prevailing powers of the empire
of our day.”
Drawing from the apostle
Paul’s letters to the Colossians,
Boersma talked about having
a deep, respectful love toward
each other.
“It’s a love that conspires the
best in the other to do them no
harm,” Boersma said. He said
we are called to love one another
no matter what our skin color,
cultural ethnicity, political views
or sexual orientation are.
“When we insult, when we
mistreat, when we demean, when
we stereotype another person
we not only harm that person,
but we insult God, the creator
who made them ... when you tell
racist jokes out of ignorance or
out of insecurity you not only
do harm to your fellow human
being, you insult the God who
made them.”
“Even though [the flier] was
directed at people of color, it
should be and is offensive to
all of us. Therefore as an entire
campus community we need
to own it, we need to repent
of it and we need to stand in
unity actively against it,” said
Boersma.
This week students have been
presented with the opportunity
to join in the campus wide
initiative “Stand Up.”
According to pamphlets
circulating around campus,
“The purpose of Stand Up is to
visibly show student solidarity
in supporting our neighbors and
to not tolerate ignorant, racist,
hateful and discriminatory
actions and attitudes on our
campus.”
Student Congress President
Katie Sawyer started Stand Up
in October of 2010. According
to Sawyer, “The flier hasn’t been
the first incident of some type
of discrimination on campus,
whether racial or for faith or for
sexual orientation.”
She created Stand Up as a
response from both the students
and the administration to say
that discrimination of any kind
is not acceptable and will not
stand.
While the flier incident and
the launch of Stand Up had no
intended correlation, now is a
time when it can be said that

‘What I did was asinine and stupid’

Got a story idea? Let us know at anchor@hope.edu, or call us at 395-7877.

see

STAND UP, page 2
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w What I did, from page 1
something up so that you
wouldn’t only have to read
about Rush events, so that
you’d have something to laugh
at. Now I understand, this was
not something that should be
laughed at. It’s brought fear to
people of color, anger to those
in the Greek community.
KP: How did you go about
settling on the KKK? I feel
that when parodying Greek
Life, there are a lot of different
options.
S: Right. Well, the original
idea was for IRA which would
have been Iota, something,
Alpha.
KP: Iota, Rho…?
S: Well, you see Rho doesn’t
come out as a capital R when
you use the Greek letters, so I
started out with IRA and then
I ended on KKK. My sense of
humor is one where I largely
exaggerate anything. There are
a lot of people who get that
sense of humor and I feel that if
I’d done IRA, this circumstance
may have only involved the
Greek Life. Because of my desire
to continue doing it, I came

w Stand Up, from page 1
Stand Up is needed the most.
On Monday and Tuesday,
student volunteers distributed
posters, window clings and
buttons
around
campus
promoting Stand Up.
Today students, staff and
faculty can be seen all over
campus wearing Stand Up Tshirts promoting the initiative.
Throughout the afternoon,
there will be conversations held
in Cook Hall (11:30-12:30), the

w Racism, from page 1
distribution of a campus-wide
email, notifying the student
body of what happened and
asking them to join together to
stand up against racism.
While the student who posted
the fliers said he intended them
as a parody of Greek Life rush
posters, not as a racist attack,
Bultman says it was taken too
far. “Whenever you do satire you
run the risk of whether people

Stand Up
across KKK. I told quite a few
people about it, which is why
there were allegations about
me before I could come to the
Administration. I also told quite
a few people, “If they tear these
down, I may put up one about
Kappa Gamma Beta.” What I did
was asinine and stupid beyond
belief. What God showed me
was “Your pride has always been
something that you’ve held and
because of it, I’m going to break
you right now.
KP: Back up a little bit. So
you turned yourself in? Or the
school came to you?
S: Well I texted a lot of
people who I knew telling them
that I didn’t expect it to get out
of hand like this, but I would
go talk to [Dean John] Jobson
about it in the morning. So I
got back, had a long talk with
some very good friends, and I
wrote the apology that night.
The apology is very simply an
acknowledgement that what I’ve
done has hurt a lot of people.
As a Christian brother, I should
never ever desire to harm any of
my brothers and sisters.
S: At five in the morning I
was done with the apology and

emailed Jobson saying, “I’m
going to be in your office by 8
[a.m.].” The first person to walk
in was Dean Frost. The feeling I
got from them was they thought
I was turning myself in because
I knew there were allegations
against me. I went in there to
say, “This is what I’ve done and
I want to admit guilt to putting
up these posters and we need to
start reconciling relationships
right away.”
S: Now this is in no way a
critique of Hope College’s policy
or their handling this event, but
they said, “Well you can’t admit
guilt because you’re going to
have a judicial review.”
KP: They said that you cannot
admit guilt?
S: I could not admit guilt
because apparently it’s going
to affect their judgment of me.
However, with the letters that
got put out, I feel like it’s pretty
clear that even after talking to
them it’s still being called an
attack.
KP: Do you feel like you’re
being treated fairly?
S: Honestly at this point it
doesn’t matter. What I did was
wrong. They want to call for my

Multicultural Lounge located in
Phelps Hall (11:30-12:30) and in
the Cup and Chaucer (4-5).
Also, in an event today, run
by sophomores Katy Carlson
and Fe-Fe Marshall, students are
invited to stop by the DeWitt
lobby between 5 and 8 p.m. to
have their pictures taken and
write statements of what they
stand up for.
The initiative will close
tonight in Graves Hall at 7 p.m.
when students are encouraged
to join together for a time of

spiritual reflection and student
response.
Sawyer said she is “very
grateful and appreciative of the
support I have gotten from a lot
of students with [Stand Up].
[As a senior] I’ll be here until
May ... [but] this will not end on
Feb. 2 or when I leave Hope. I’m
not the only proponent of it. This
needs to continue, and hopefully
it will spark a fire in other people
around campus.”

catch the satire or not? If it was
intended that way ... it was far
too risky to think that people
wouldn’t be hurt by it.”
Not only did it hurt and
offend people of color; according
to Dean of Students Richard
Frost, it hurt the students who
participate in Greek life. “The
Greek system is very upset and
very determined not to let this
define who they are,” Frost said
in an interview Friday.
Due to student rights and

protection, Frost could not
discuss who created and
distributed the fliers.
However, in a follow-up
campus-wide email sent last
Thursday, Bultman told the
student body that “steps have
been taken to resolve this
situation.”
He wrote that, “the one
shining moment through all
of this is the manner in which
members of the community have
stood up, allowing us to make
significant progress relative to
this incident.”
As the Hope community
moves forward there is an
amount of healing that will be
necessary to make progress.
While the actions of a couple
of students don’t necessarily
represent the student body as
a whole, Bultman said, “We’re
a community, we’re in this
together, what happens in one
place reflects on all of us ... we
can all be more intentional about
how we treat each other with
dignity and respect, to think that
people do have feelings, that they
do get hurt even if it’s something
that was intended in jest.”
As a Hope College community
let us join together as we move
forward and support one
another by standing up against
racism and by standing up for
what is right.

Greek Life

Supports “Stand Up”

February 2, 2011

From the Editors
Due to the immense amount of responses we have received regarding
this issue we have no choice but to run some of the letters in subsequent
issues. If your response is not included in this issue you can expect to see
it in the following weeks. We apologize for the inconvenience but thank
each and every one of you for your tremendous support.

expulsion and some extreme
treatment and I’m not going
to say that I don’t deserve it,
because I do. Where I will
stand is they are charging me
with racial harassment. The
word harassment implies that
I was doing it on purpose and
excessively to a racial group.
KP: Was there any point
when you were making the
flier that you thought, “This is
too much, maybe I’m going too
far?”
S: Well, yes. My arrogance
said to me, “You’ve taken traces
of racism out.” And I could
outline every degree of racism
that I perceived to be taken out.
KP: Has the general campus
reaction surprised you?
S: To be completely honest,
it did surprise me. I went to
work with the knowledge that
I’d hurt my [Christian] brothers
and sisters. And you know, nine

hours of God sort of pounding
on your heart and saying “The
reason you were upset for even a
moment when you found out it
didn’t go the way you wanted it
to was because you thought you
were so clever that no one would
get upset.” I will own up to the
fact that I put those posters up. I
will own up to the fact that I was
prideful enough to think that I
wouldn’t insult anyone.
Would I have done had I
known what I know now? No,
never. And not because of
the pain that it caused me or
anything but because of the
pain it caused others. Christ
has said, “Regardless of whether
you get expelled or not, you stay
in Holland and you rectify this
wrong.” So I am prepared for
public humiliation and prepared
for all of that because obviously
I need to tell all those that I’ve
hurt.

Caitlin Klask

good light,” Berghorst said.
Malone added, “I think there
are some themes that are sometimes chosen in poor taste, but I
haven’t seen any sorority posters
that have crossed a line into inappropriate.”
In this context, the line was
drawn between satire and poor
taste. Appalled students looked
to the administration for support, or at least a response. President James Bultman’s campuswide emails were received with
a range of emotions. “I would’ve
liked to see the administration
react more strongly,” Malone
said. “This is a serious issue that
is not acceptable on any campus, let alone one that claims to
be Christian, and I wish [Bultman’s] second email would have
explained to the student body
what steps were being taken.”
Berghorst was content with
Bultman’s course of action. “I
think the administration is doing
what they can at this point,” he
said. He stressed the importance
of the students of Hope uniting
and responding on their own.
Malone and Berghorst both
recommend involvement in
Stand Up.
“Greek Life is strongly in support of Stand Up, and we want
the student body to know that
this sort of behavior is not tolerated within the Greek community or the Hope community,”
said Malone.
“We need to let it be known
that we will not tolerate intolerance or racism on our campus,
and that we will fight to make
Hope College a safe environment for anyone who is here,”
said Berghorst. “We need to
make this a lasting battle against
intolerance and racism until they
are stamped out.”

Greek
councils:
‘Student body should stand up’
Arts Co-Editor

When tragedy or confusion
hits a campus, students look to
their leaders for direction and
encouragement. Last Wednesday when a racist flier was posted, some students looked specifically towards the presidents
and representatives of Greek
Life’s Panhellenic Council and
Interfraternity Council.
Both presidents, Panhel’s
Ann Malone (’11) and the IFC’s
Devin Berghorst (’11), had similar initial reactions to the now
notorious flier.
“More than anything I was
ashamed that a student chose
this outlet for their frustration
or anger,” Malone said. “There
are multiple ways the student
could have harshly criticized
Greek Life without affecting another demographic on campus.”
Berghorst said he feared that
“Greek Life was going to be attacked for this. I was extremely
upset that someone would be
that overtly racist, and the fact
that they used Greek Life as a
medium to deliver their message
was even worse.”
“People mock Greek Life all
the time,” he said, “but to create
a poster like that and to put that
negative image on Greek Life is
very upsetting to me.”
Since the flier was parodying
an advertisement for a Greek
Life rush event, students questioned the taste of past rush
event posters. Had any posters
gone significantly out of line?
Both presidents put things in
a better perspective: “I think our
organizations do a very good job
of making sure that the posters are done tastefully and in a
way as to portray Greek Life and
each individual organization in a

Stand Up

February 2, 2011
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Letters to the Editors
‘We therefore commit ourselves’
Thank you for providing the Hope
College community with a special
issue discussing discrimination
on campus. We also applaud
Student Congress for the Stand
Up shirts which make no
exclusions in calling for an end
to “discrimination, ignorance,
hatred, prejudice and harassment”
against all our neighbors.
Of the flier in Kollen Hall,
Joanne Stewart
Chris Barney
Michelle Bombe
Jane Dickie
David Klooster
David Myers
Brad Richmond
Beth Trembley
Jeanne Petit
Linda Graham
Barbara Mezeske

President Bultman remarked,
“This incident has struck a
nerve in all of us. The character
of Hope College, its students,
faculty, staff and alumni, have
been attacked by this act.” True.
All oppressive acts, whether
committed by the least powerful
or most powerful among us,
constitute an equal attack on the
character of Hope College and its

Richard Mezeske
Diedre Johnston
Dianne Portfleet
Natalie Dykstra
Mary Inman
Susanna Childress
William
Pannapacker
Deborah Sturtevant
Leah Chase
Julie Kipp

people. Nothing about ignorance,
prejudice, discrimination, hatred
or harassment is in line with
Hope’s mission of educating
students for lives of leadership
and service in a global society.
Nobel Peace Prize laureate
Archbishop Desmond Tutu has
said that “human beings are of
infinite value because they have
been created in the image of

Daina Robins
Graham Peaslee
Stephen Hemenway
Sheldon Wettack
Priscilla Atkins
John Tammi
Albert Bell
Janis Gibbs
Richard L. Smith
Boyd Wilson
Jennifer Young

God, and that it is a blasphemy
to treat them as if they were
less than this.” Thus all forms
of bigotry—whether directed
at those of a particular race,
gender, sexual orientation, or
faith—dehumanize a group of
people and deny them dignity
and personhood and must be
treated as unacceptable. As
Martin Luther King Jr. said,

Perry Landes
Tamara Fox
Brian Coyle
Jennifer Wolfe
Robert Hodson
Lynn Japinga
Charles Aschbrenner
Brent Krueger
Rhoda Burton
Jonathan Hagood
Jacqueline Bartley

“injustice anywhere is a threat to
justice everywhere.”
We
therefore
commit
ourselves to this vision of a
greater Hope, a Hope College
that does not disappoint because
it does not discriminate.

Julia Randel
Paulette
Chaponniere
Kathleen Verduin
Mathew Thornton
Marla Lunderberg
Jack Ridl
Mike Seymour
Katherine 		
Sullivan
John Cox

David James
Stuart Sharp
Roger Nemeth
Lorna Jarvis
Kim Douglas
K. Greg Murray
Janet Pinkham
Kathy WinnettMurray
William Polik
Peter Schakel

‘As long as you don’t speak up about it’ ‘“Sick and tired of being sick and tired”’
I would like to add to
the
paper’s
story
about
discrimination. Racism is a big
problem. I find it sickening that
anyone feels that they are in a
position to judge someone. But
it’s not only racism that bugs me.
Have you read the school’s new
human sexuality policy?
(See below)
Not
only
are
you
discriminating when you talk
about people of other races, but
discrimination also involves how
you treat people of a different
sexuality. I find that it’s very odd
that Hope College will stand up
for discrimination against race
and force acceptance, but when
it comes to being gay, bisexual,
or transgender, it’s not accepted.
The new policy basically states
that you can believe whatever
you want as long as you don’t
speak up about it on campus.

You may argue that the Bible
states it should only be a man
and a woman in a relationship,
but it also states you can’t get
tattoos, work on the Sabbath
day, have a haircut that is round,
play with pigskin (football), use
birth control, wear polyester
or any other blended fabric,
get divorced, or wear gold
items. So I’m very confused as
to why it’s OK to discriminate
against the gay community, but
discrimination against race is
completely unacceptable.
I believe that this is
hypocritical and should be
brought to people’s attention.
This is a college before it is a
church. Yes, the community of
this school is very religiously
oriented, but it is a center
for education before that.
Kara Palmer (’14)

Racism has plagued this
country since its inception
and continues to be one of the
greatest problems in our society
today. While many people are
up in arms about the recent
racist flier that was posted
in Kollen Hall last week, it is
important to emphasize that
this is not an isolated incident.
Nor is it a unique issue for Hope
College. So why is this incident
such a big deal?
A quote by Fannie Lou
Hammer, civil rights legend,
sums it up: “sometimes you
get sick and tired of being sick
and tired.” As evidenced by
the attention this incident has
garnered, students, faculty
and staff are expressing their
mental, emotional, spiritual
and
psychological
fatigue
in dealing with various acts
of bigotry on a consistent
basis. While these issues are
addressed at an institutional
level, due to the magnitude of

the strong messages posed in
the flier, individuals and groups
are taking their own stand to
say ‘enough is enough.’ This
is not a popular position and
there are still those who don’t
understand why this is such
a big deal; after all, “it’s just a
matter of ignorance; it was just
a joke and students didn’t mean
it to be offensive.”
In my role as Director
of Multicultural Education
over the past seven years,
I have supported countless
students and faculty who
have experienced racist, sexist
and religious discrimination.
The psychological impact is
damaging at multiple levels
and impacts the sense of
identity, purpose and safety.
People of color are constantly
wrestling with these issues, often
internalizing them with feelings
[of] “if I go along to get along; if
I remain silent; or if I conform”
these incidents would not occur.

Yet they continue to occur, and
people of color are often left
confused and clueless as to what
they can do differently to be
accepted, respected and valued.
So why is this incident such
a big deal? This flier had a
strong reference to the Klan
(KKK), which represents hate,
fear and intimidation. This
goes far beyond ignorance. It
threatens the very mission of
Hope College and deprives
students, faculty and staff of
the opportunity to live and
work in an environment that
honors God and Christian
principles. Because of this, we
should all Speak Up and Stand
Up for all of our brothers and
sisters and continue to work
together collectively to make
Hope College a welcoming and
inclusive community for all.
Vanessa Greene,
Director of 		
Multicultural Education

The Hope College Board of
Trustees, at its May 6-7, 2010
meeting, appointed a Trustee
committee to expand the college’s

1995 Institutional Statement
on Homosexuality in the larger
context of all human sexuality.
The committee subsequently

listened to many on-campus and
off-campus voices and received
feedback from the Trustees at
their October, 2010 meeting. The

Board of Trustees, at its January
27-28, 2011 meeting, adopted a
Statement on Human Sexuality.
This position statement replaces

the 1995 Institutional Statement
on Homosexuality.
(See below).

Hope College Statement
on Human Sexuality

practice of the people of God
and thus, for all aspects of the
Hope College community.
Sexuality, including longing
and expression, is a good
gift from God and a fact of
our existence affirmed in the
Christian scriptures and by
the Church throughout the
centuries. This biblical witness
calls us to a life of chastity
among the unmarried and the
sanctity of marriage between
a man and a woman. This
interpretation parallels the

official position of the College’s
founding denomination, the
Reformed Church in America;
its sister denomination, the
Christian Reformed Church;
and the Roman Catholic
Church. Accordingly, Hope
College will not recognize or
support campus groups whose
aim by statement, practice,
or intimation is to promote a
vision of human sexuality that is
contrary to this understanding
of biblical teaching.
Furthermore, the College

in its policies, practices, and
common life invites the entire
Hope community to a renewed
encounter with the biblical witness
regarding human sexuality.
Hope College promotes
the indispensable value of
intellectual
freedom
and
recognizes that there are
Christians who take scripture
seriously and hold other
views. Hope College affirms
the scholarly examination
and discussion of all issues
surrounding human sexuality

even if they differ from the
institutional position. The
College provides safe places for
the Hope community to discuss
issues of human sexuality as well
as educational programming
on a variety of human sexuality
issues.
Hope College affirms the
dignity of every person as a
creature made in the image of
God and thus worthy of our
earnest respect, our insistent
protection, and our selfsacrificing love.

Hope College is a liberal arts
institution committed to being
a rigorous academic community
of faith and learning in the
Reformed tradition. Standing
within the historic Christian
faith and in covenant with the
Reformed Church in America,
Hope College believes that
Holy Scripture occupies a
privileged position as the only
final authority for the faith and

Our Mission: The Anchor strives to communicate campus events throughout
Hope College and the Holland community. We hope to amplify awareness and
promote dialogue through fair, objective journalism and a vibrant Voices section.

serves the right to edit due to space constraints, personal attacks or other editorial considerations. A representative sample will be taken. No anonymous letters will be printed unless
discussed with Editor-in-Chief. Please limit letters to 500 words.

Disclaimer: The Anchor is a product of student effort and is funded through
the Hope College Student Activities Fund. The opinions expressed on the
Voices page are solely those of the author and do not represent the views of
The Anchor. One-year subscriptions to The Anchor are available for $44. The
Anchor reserves the right to accept or reject any advertising.

Mail letters to The Anchor c/o Hope College, drop them off at the Anchor office (located in the Martha Miller Center 151) or e-mail us at
anchor@hope.edu by Monday at 5 p.m. to appear in Wednesday’s issue.
Advertising Policies: All advertising is subject to the rates, conditions, standards, terms and policies stated in The Anchor’s advertisement brochure.

Letter Guidelines: The Anchor welcomes all letters. The staff re-

The Anchor will make continuous efforts to avoid wrong insertions, omissions

and typographical errors. However, if such mistakes occur, this newspaper
may cancel its charges for the portion of the ad if, in the publisher’s reasonable judgment, the ad has been rendered valueless by the mistake.
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or other information, contact our Ads Representative at anchorads@hope.
edu. To contact our office, call our office at (616) 395-7877.
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Stand Up

Letters to the Editors
Who I am is not who I set out to be,
I did not ask for this,
This exclusion.
All to your illusion,
Your image is not what we perceive
Yet it’s not what you make it to be.
You with your power,
Me and my kind with our lack thereof,
You’re sure to keep us in line,
All the while taking our dreams.

Our false sense of reality
The false hope that one day you might change
That these injustices will one day subside.
One day we will be equal,
All the while admiring our difference.
The brown skin that makes you beautiful,
The blue eyes that captivate my soul,
The hair that drives you crazy, but makes his image of you complete,
The food that we love to hate,
The people that make this world whole.
Injustices, we can steal power from
If we can just get the man who delivers that final say to finally see
things our way.
Men keep women down,
Society tells us we’re not good enough,
The census tells minorities that they are not part of this world because they don’t fit in your categories.
This town reminds us that we’re different,
That we’re not from here.
But that’s okay because we are what make this town.
Our cultures provide the rich sounds that come from this campus,
Our groups are the ones that spread the traditions that shaped us,
Our tears have helped keep us together,
Because nothing else matters
But what made this campus better.
We are the people that you seem to ignore,
Yet, we are the ones that have changed this country.
There is so much hurt in this world,
Racism, sexism, all the isms,
But I’m not one to complain,
Just want it all put out there,
For them to claim.
We’ll keep on fighting,
With our words and actions,
And one day,
This world will be ready for our reaction.
Cecilia Jaime (’11)

February 2, 2011

To the Hope Community:
Hope United for Justice, like many students and student groups, is saddened and frustrated by last
week’s event. Our organization’s purpose is to unite students together to engage with social justice
issues on Hope’s campus, in the community of Holland and in the global community. Our passion is
to address issues of injustice wherever they arise and in whatever form. The offensive and discriminatory act of last week took a particularly upsetting form as it involved those in our Hope Community.
We believe that while this event is shocking and abhorrent, similar events occur daily: instances
of both active and passive discrimination that often go unnoticed by the broader campus community
and administration. These acts are motivated by various prejudices and victimize members’ sexual,
racial, and religious minority groups. Last week’s event were merely the tip of an iceberg of implicit
bigotry that infects the foundation of our community. For this reason we express outrage not only
that this event occurred but that conditions persisted that allowed it to occur. This event has inspired
us to begin forging working relationships with other organizations such as Black Student Union, La
Raza Unida, Hope’s Asian Perspectives Association, and Hope is Ready in order to address the most
pressing issues of injustice: those that exist on our campus.
These issues of injustice cannot be adequately addressed in a day-long Stand Up campaign; it will
take a serious commitment from everyone to counteract the implicit prejudiced attitudes that have
characterized our community for too long. Please stand up not only today, but every day. Our community needs you.
Sincerely,
Hope United for Justice

President Bultman:
First, I would like to thank you for your time
and consideration. It is deeply appreciated and it
is great to have a president who is so concerned
with and willing to listen to at least one of his students.
Certainly you are not unaware of the various
student responses that have arisen from your dubious statements on KnowHope. Perhaps, however, you are unaware as to why some students
feel altogether offended by them. Ignorance isn’t
a matter of choice, but rather a matter that lacks
proper enlightenment. This is my attempt to explain to you why what you said showed a complete lack of understanding and sensitivity and
also showed ignorance that must be abated. For
if you, one of the most prominent representatives
of Hope College, lack awareness and possess naiveté, how can Hope students ever be expected to
exhibit competency and knowledge?
No student comes to Hope College to enrich
someone else’s life. Yes, this may be a by-product
of one’s occupancy here but certainly not the sole
purpose of it. It isn’t right to cherish black students simply because they might possess some
culture and experience that white students don’t.
We must instead value them as bona fide members of the Hope community, equal to and just
as important as any white student here. We all
come here to pay for and receive an education in
an appropriately fostering community and do not
wish to be diminished and tokenized.
To the Hope Community:
When I first found out about the poster, it was
7:30 that Wednesday night. I was at work, and
two hours later I found myself on the most fearful
walk home of my life. I did not know what to do
or what to expect. I could only believe the emails
that were being sent saying that something was
going to be done.
An hour later, I saw the poster at my residential mandatory meeting, and that’s when I became
furious. I found myself becoming even more upset when I heard students saying, “This is such a
waste of time. I could be doing my homework.”
And laughing at different comments my Resident
Director stated.
I felt the adrenaline rush through my body
to the max. I knew I couldn’t get angry because
that’s the last stereotype I wanted to prove to anyone, and I knew another option that was out of
the question was leaving. I knew that I couldn’t
call home because all they would say was how
“It’s my fault that I decided to come to a school
like this.”
I also knew that many of my friends and other
students felt the same exact way or worse and
that I wasn’t exaggerating. I was blessed to come
here with one of the greatest best friends in the
world, who is also my roommate. I knew that we

Black students do not grace our campus with
their presence any more than you do. You are a
member of the Hope community and your place
here is intricate and important. Guest speakers,
writers, artists, and faculty may grace Hope College, but not you and certainly not Hope’s students. We are all functioning and worthy members of the Hope family. Your words polarized
all those claiming affiliation to Hope, creating an
“us,” including those that belong, and a “them,”
including those that don’t belong but are here
anyways. We all belong here.
We are all brothers and sisters of color. Simply because there are less black than white people
here does not mean “they” are not “us.” President
Bultman, we all have a color. There isn’t just black
and white; there is also pale, golden brown, olive,
black, really brown, tan, not-so-tan, super black,
sun-kissed, and the occasional green. What is
your color? It doesn’t matter because we are all
brothers and sisters.
I understand that being politically correct and
using the correct language and terminology can
be incredibly difficult, but it is necessary to at
least attempt to do so. The students here make
up one student body with many different voices
and experiences. Please do not use our differences as a means to polarize; we don’t wish to be
separated.
Sincerely,
Michael Parmelee (’12)

had each other. As for my other friends, I just
wanted to do all that I could.
I really feel like this is a big wake up call for
Hope College to realize that life has many flaws
and obstacles, and that it’s nowhere near perfect.
As college students, this is part of our learning
process. If we are shielded from that, and not told
exactly what is going on, then how are we able
to grow in not only our education, but our daily
experiences?
I love Hope College and the Phelps Scholars
program dearly! I was extremely disappointed,
but like some people have said, “We can only
keep moving forward and only fix what has been
done.” What I have also taken from this is that as
a communication major, American ethnic studies minor and sociology minor, here at Hope we
all have a lot of potential, but when it comes to
ignorant things like that there is much more education needed.
I have heard from some that the intentions
of the poster were only meant to recruit for a
fraternity, but if your intentions are perceived
in another way the intentions no longer matter.
The poster not only hurt a large number but has
caused so many different emotions. I just HOPE
we go about it the right way!
Jasmine Harris (’13)
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